
KING’S LYNN RAMBLERS 
Minutes of the 44th Annual General Meeting  

held on Saturday 28th October 2017 at 1.p.m. in the Village Hall, Leziate 

Present: 49 members  

1. Chairman’s opening remarks     

James opened the meeting by thanking all who arrived early to help in setting up the room. 
He thanked Ray for leading the pre-meeting walk, and a big “thank you” to Val and all her 
helpers for preparing the enjoyable lunch.  He reminded everyone to enter their names on the 
attendance list and enter any apologies received.  Some of the committee wish to stand down 
this year:   

Allan Jones - Alan Brinsdon has offered to take over as co-ordinator for the short & leisurely 
walks and also join the committee. 

Jackie Thomas - a volunteer is needed to take over as secretary. 

Sheila Drewery - will continue short term as co-ordinator for the Tuesday walks, but a 
volunteer is needed please to take over. 

James thanked all the committee for their work throughout the year, also walk leaders and 
back markers. 

He named members we have lost this year: Neville Scales, John Tee, Suzanne Butterworth. 

2. Apologies 

were received from five members. 

3. Minutes of 2016 AGM 

Copies of the minutes of the 43rd KLRA AGM held on 19th November 2016 were available 
for all attendees.  These were declared to be a true record, proposed by Carol, seconded by 
Pat, and were duly signed by James. 

4. Matters Arising 

None initially but Mike subsequently returned to the subject of the walk-leader’s checklist.  
Instead of reproducing an abbreviated version in Ramblings he had asked head office for a 
supply of the laminated version.   They only sent a few as they prefer members to print their 
own from the website.  Ray reported that he is planning a link to this from our website, plus 
he reported that an “ICE” (in case of emergency) form is also available.  This led to a general 
discussion; Jerry reported that from a mobile ‘phone it is better to ring 112 (not 999) as the 
emergency services can locate the call, and John suggested wearing a wristband with ICE 
details.  

5. Secretary’s Report 

Jackie was unable to attend the meeting but her report was read out by James.  She 
apologised for her absence and hoped we had all enjoyed the walk led by Ray.  She reminded 
us that at last year’s AGM it was mentioned that we were looking at suitable ways to use 
some of the money in our kitty.  The committee decided to pay for the cost of replacing two  
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of the Norfolk Wildlife Trust’s signs that have rotted away on Roydon Common.  They will 
be made of steel so that the wild ponies will not be able to chew them.  The signs have been 
ordered and paid for and we hope they will be in place in the not too distant future.  We are 
also in contact with some local landowners regarding possible assistance with signage for 
permissive paths that cross their land. 

6. Treasurer’s Report 

Bill was unable to attend the meeting but Jerry, as independent examiner, read out and 
explained his report.  Our bank balance as at 30 September stood at £4568.03, with value of 
book stock £870.47, making a grand total of £5438.50.  The decrease from last year is due 
mainly, of course, to the payment made for the Norfolk Wildlife Trust signs. We also made a 
small donation for restoration of a permissive path.  Due to a change in policy at our bank, 
we have had to pay bank charges this year, so Bill is looking for a more amenable bank.  The 
report was proposed by Mike Berman and seconded by Marion Scales. 

7. Footpath Secretary’s Report 

Mark reported that all the footpath problems that have been reported to him have either been 
resolved or are being investigated.  In Norfolk this year there have been 85 non-reinstatement 
notices and 11 obstruction notices given out.  85 of these have been resolved and 11 are still 
ongoing.  Path cutting on the higher priority paths has been completed, with the second cut 
due any time now.  Sections of the coast path which involve West Norfolk  are Weybourne to 
Hunstanton and Hunstanton to Sutton Bridge.  The former has now passed the site visit and 
landowner meetings, with draft proposals due in winter this year.  The latter is now at the site 
visit/landowner meeting state, and draft proposals are expected sometime in 2018. 

8. Walk Programme Secretary’s Report 

Mike (and Sue) thanked fellow co-ordinators (Sheila, Ray and Allan) plus all walk leaders.  
For the next programme we have 236 walks, but seven days when no walk has been offered, 
six of these are Sundays. The programme features 53 walk leaders, new leaders needed 
please.  The attendance has been low, especially on Sundays, and Wednesday evenings. 

9. Membership Secretary’s Report 

Roy reported that as at 25 October we have 302 members with 4 pending payment, which is 
down by 18 on last year.  He has had no telephone enquiries re membership this year, 
concluding that new members join via the internet. It is only when he receives                         
the monthly reports from Ramblers HQ that he is able to identify new members and send 
them a welcome letter and walk programme.   

10. New Gaywood Footpath 

As reported by Allan Jones.  There is a route linking Sandy Lane and the Gaywood River 
Valley widely used by dog walkers.  The route is not authorised however it was published in 
Norfolk magazine in 2012.  Over many years Allan has approached the various organisations 
involved in an attempt to make the path official, but has been thwarted by constant staff 
changes.  Eventually after making direct contact with The Drainage Board, he was successful 
in obtaining approval for the Ramblers to construct a permissive path across the Black Drain 
area.  A large quantity of timber was needed to waymark the route, and construct steps and a 
boardwalk.  A big “thank you” is owed to M&S (Softwoods), located in the Docks area, who  
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agreed to donate all timber needed.   Other items and help were offered by The Norfolk 
Rivers Trust, Norfolk CC and The Gaywood Valley Conservation Group.  Over two 
weekends in September, Ramblers volunteers and others built the path hardware.  It is now in 
use and has been signed off by the Drainage Board and Ramblers Head Office.  Thanks to the 
generous donation of the timber, the cost to the Ramblers was only £167.23 - a few screws, 
bolts, signs etc.  Allan will be leading a walk along the route on Saturday, 9th December.  It 
was agreed that James would write officially to M&S (Softwoods) to thank them for their 
donation, and we all thank Allan for his tireless work on this project.   

11. Election of Chairman, Officers and Committee 

Gerald was called on to re-elect James as Chairman for a 3rd and final year/Bill Coomes was 
re-elected as treasurer/Alan Brinsdon will join the committee as Wednesday walk co-
ordinator.  Proposed by Allan, seconded by Mike.   

A new secretary is needed asap but meanwhile James will cover, and a new vice chairman 
will be needed next year.  The remainder of the committee are willing to continue in post. 

12. Appointment of Examiner of Accounts. 

Jerry Clarke, proposed by Marion, seconded by Jan. 

13. Any Other Business 

• Caroline has volunteered to be the organiser for the Ramblers stand at the Sandringham 
Flower Show in July 2018. 

• Please advise changes to programmed walks to liz.Sharman@sky.com and to Ray. 

• Hazel asked about walk lengths, especially Thursdays, which used to be about 4.5 miles. it 
was agreed as a guideline they should be less than six miles, shorter than Saturday walks. 

• Chris Oakley reminded everyone about the Christmas walk/lunch on Tuesday 12th 
December, and Mike B reminded us about the New Year walk/lunch on Sunday 21 January. 

• Barry asked for volunteers to take over the distribution of walk books for sale.  He has 
three main customers, and volunteers were:  Mick & Sue for Holkham, Pam Andrews for 
Sandringham, and Barbara for the King’s Lynn Tourist Office. 

• Pam asked if we could split some walks so that a shortened option could be available.  It 
was generally agreed that this is not feasible.  

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2.15, and we were able to enjoy tea 
and cakes that had kindly been brought by several members. 

Chairman ……………………………………………………..   Date ……………………….. 
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