
KING’S LYNN RAMBLERS’ ASSOCIATION

Minutes of a Committee Meeting held on Thursday, 10 May 2018
 in the Family Room at the Farmer’s Arms, Knight’s Hill, South Wootton, at 7.30 pm

Present:  James Fisher, Myra Hendey, Bill Coomes, John Mansfield, Mark and Liz Elvin, 
Mike & Sue Berman, Roy & Maureen Everett, Ray & Carol Longman, Sheila Drewery, Gerald Pep-
per

1.  Apologies for Absence:  Alan Brinsdon

2.  Minutes of the Previous Meeting:     

Held on 11 January 2018 were read out by Maureen.  The minutes were then approved and signed
by James.  Ray confirmed they will be included on the website.

3.  Matters Arising: 
 AGM: Myra confirmed that Leziate Village Hall has been booked on 17 November for the AGM.
 Signs: John asked for an update on the signs we are funding.  James reported that Jackie as

previous secretary has continued to liaise with NWT re Roydon Common signs.  NWT are keen
to ensure designs are correct, one sign is approved but amendments are awaited for the other
one.  John reported that Henry Birkbeck is happy we are using the West Acre paths and would
like to meet to discuss some signs; John has suggested dates but nothing has been agreed.  

 GDPR: Roy updated us regarding GDPR. A recent email and attachment from Ramblers HQ has
been forwarded by Roy to all committee members.  The attachment is a lengthy document giving
guidance regarding how we should store and use personal data of our members.  Much of it is
open to interpretation; our key concerns were (a) should walk co-ordinators obtain written per-
mission to contact potential walk leaders and publish names/phone numbers (Sheila has been
doing this) and (b) to our surprise the email suggests that sending out walk programmes is not
“core” to our activities so they will only be sent to members opting in to mail marketing.  Another
email  stated that Ramblers HQ would be obtaining “preferences” from all  members,  their re-
sponses to be shown in three separate columns on the membership list: Email, Postal and Tele-
phone Marketing.  The latest membership list shows all three columns completed for all members
but we are all mystified how this information was obtained - only Ray said he had supplied prefer-
ences.  Roy will send an email to HQ asking for an explanation and further clarification.  It was
generally agreed that until we receive this we should carry on as before.  

 As the GDPR is essentially about privacy and protection of personal data, Maureen reminded the
committee that Dave Carter copied a Ramblers email list and uses it to advise village activities.
She thought he should be asked to stop doing this, and delete the list from his computer.

4.  Chairman’s Report:
 James thanked everyone for their help in ensuring that the Area AGM ran smoothly.  
 James and John have met with Tom Raynham to discuss the permissive path signs.  He was

very receptive to suggestions and will deal with NCC to agree wording and will get quotes.  
 James has been asked by Peter James if we would be prepared to help fund a boardwalk on

FP2 in Castle Acre; between the two bridges it is very muddy, about 20ft.  We agreed in princi -
ple, Myra will ask Peter for approximate costs.

5.  Secretary’s Report:
 Myra reported a glitch when booking Leziate Village Hall; their bank has changed the account

name and meanwhile due to difficulties with our bank, Peter James arranged payment on our be-
half, and similarly sent a `cheque to pay for our stand at the Sandringham Flower Show.  

 Myra reported that Walk Magazine intend to publish a walk featuring Harpley Common.  There
will be a link to our website so we may get enquiries.  Contact is Rebecca Birrane.

 We have received £140.00 commission from Ramblers Holidays.
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6.  Treasurer’s Report:

Bill reported that we have £5421.13 in our bank account, with income decreasing due to falling
book sales.  He said that for a time our bank had “frozen” our account, and bounced cheques.
This was due to a misunderstanding regarding Trustee details.  The problem has now been re-
solved following intervention from Ramblers HQ.  However Bill feels strongly that the bank were
very unreasonable and that we should move our account; Peter James has suggested Unity Bank
as HQ will pay the charges.  Bill also stated that he would like to stand down as treasurer as soon
as possible and suggested that we try to find a replacement before changing the account.

7.  Footpath Officer’s Report:

Nothing to report

8.  Membership Secretary’s Report:

Roy said that in the last report we had 307 paid up members, with five awaiting renewals, and he
has just received details of two new members.

 
9.  Programme Secretaries’ Reports:

New in the next programme, the first Monday of the month, walks of 8 - 10 miles have been offered
by Derek and Paul.  The intention is to “bridge the gap” between the maximum Saturday walk of
about 7 miles, and the current longer Sunday walks.  They will have a couple of short refreshment
stops but not a longer lunch stop.   Wednesday evening walks will start in August, and Sandra is
planning a town guided walk.  There are still gaps to be filled when no walks have been offered.

10.  Area Representative 

 Mark had a map of the revised area boundaries; a small part of our area has been re-allocated to
the Fakenham group so we may lose any members who live there.  Members do have the option
to belong to whichever group they choose.  John was concerned it could affect our relationships
with landowners in that area and disagreed with the decision to change the boundaries.

 Following Mark’s decision to stand down as area representative, it was suggested that we have a
rota to attend the quarterly meetings.   Roy offered to attend on 14 July,  a volunteer will  be
needed for the November meeting, to be agreed at our September meeting.

11.  Any Other Business

 Committee Vacancies: 
Gerald asked for suggestions of someone willing and suitable to become his Vice Chairman.
Many have said it is time for a female chairman but so far those asked have said “no”.  
Bill wishes to stand down as treasurer, and Mark has resigned as area representative.  
Liz will advertise the vacancies on our social media and in Ramblings.

 John said donations following the Stody Estate walk totalled about £50.00 for their charity.
 It was agreed to take no action re. Air Ambulance raffle tickets sent to Mike.

12.  Date of Next Meeting  

Scheduled for Thursday, 6th September

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.

Chairman, signed   …………………………………….……………                Date …………………..


