
KING’S LYNN RAMBLERS’ ASSOCIATION

Minutes of a Committee Meeting held on Thursday, 11 January 2018
 in the Family Room at the Farmer’s Arms, Knight’s Hill, South Wootton, at 7.30 pm

Present:  James Fisher, Myra Hendey, Bill Coomes, John Mansfield, Mark and Liz Elvin, 
Alan Brinsdon,Mike & Sue Berman, Roy & Maureen Everett, Ray Longman, Sheila Drewery

1.  Apologies for Absence:  Gerald Pepper, Carol Longman

2.  Minutes of the Previous Meeting:     

Held on 14 September 2017 were read out by James.  The minutes were then approved and
signed by James.  John asked if the Roydon information boards are now in place - not known.

3.  Matters Arising: 

• Myra and Alan were co-opted onto the committee, proposed by Ray, seconded by Sue.
• Area AGM.  James summarised the arrangements: he will obtain key and open up.  Attendees

will  be  offered tea/coffee  from midday,  having  brought  own packed  lunch.   After  the  AGM,
tea/coffee/cake, then talk from Philip West who is a local historian.  We expect in the region of 50
attendees.  Myra will purchase milk, tea, coffee, cake etc.

• John is still in correspondence regarding possible KLRA assistance in the provision of signs on
the Raynham Estate.  We need an indication of what might be required so that we can establish
our level of involvement and cost.

• Myra asked regarding our involvement (or not) in the signing of a petition on the Ramblers web-
site regarding a proposed zip wire in Thirlmere, Lake District.  It is a personal choice, we do not
sign as a group.

4.  Chairman’s Report:

James had nothing to report.

5.  Secretary’s Report:

Myra had nothing to report

6.  Treasurer’s Report:

Bill reported that we have £4851.53 in the bank, and cautioned that book sales are dropping so
bear this in mind when planning expenditure.  This prompted a reminder that we no longer have
anyone responsible for individual orders.  The new co-ordinators will be approached and hopefully
one will volunteer to take on this task.

7.  Footpath Officer’s Report:

Mark had nothing to report except to confirm that at the last Area meeting, he had advised the
committee members of the Breckland Brisk Walkers situation, as mentioned in September minutes.

8.  Membership Secretary’s Report:

Roy reported that the December report shows we have 304 members plus 4 pending.  He has
since been notified of 3 new members.  The report he is sent shows his telephone number as the
main contact for the Group.  It was agreed this will be changed to Myra’s number.
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9.  Programme Secretaries’ Reports:

Mike has circulated an appeal for Sunday walk leaders - no response as yet.  Sheila is having
more difficulty than usual for Tuesdays as three of her regular walk leaders are unavailable due to
ill  health.   Ray  only  has  a  couple  of  Thursday  slots  outstanding.   Being  new to  the  role  of
Wednesday “short & leisurely”  walks co-ordinator, Alan commented on the difficulty of knowing
who to approach and how to contact them; Allan Jones, as previous co-ordinator, has only been
able to pass on very few names.  Alan B queried if  a contact list of names/email addresses is
generally available to enable him to send out an appeal for walk leaders.  

This prompted a discussion regarding the forthcoming tighter laws on data protection which Mark
reported had been discussed at the last Area meeting; so far no guidance has been forthcoming
from Ramblers HQ.  It could be that we will be restricted in distributing telephone numbers, emails
addresses etc amongst members and there is concern that this may make it more difficult to dis-
seminate information.
Meanwhile, in the next Ramblings, an appeal will be included for walk leaders.  Also, if members
are willing to be contacted by email but do not know whether we have their address, please could
they supply this to Roy.   Email addresses are not always included on the membership list sent to
Roy from HQ. 

Finally Mike reported that Ramblers wish to standardise the walk programme spreadsheets and
this is causing him some extra computer work.

10.  Area Representative 

Mark repeated that we need to keep the Area committee informed of our activities.

11.  Any Other Business

• Sheila has received a request from a Mr David Wright who lives in East Winch.  He and some
other villages have recently cleared a village footpath and would like some advice from the Ram-
blers - she had no further details.  Roy and Mike will contact him and assist if possible.

• Ray asked Mike if he would be organising a breakfast walk, bearing in mind we need to co-ordi-
nate other social events.

• John suggested a welcome to new members should be published in Ramblings; it was agreed
just a first name and where they live.

• John asked whether we would like to repeat last year’s visit of the Stody Estate, all agreed “yes”.
• Liz says she receives obituary notices and is unsure whether she should include these on our so-

cial media.  James suggested she should contact him each time for a decision. 
• Myra will try to book Leziate Village Hall for the KLRA AGM, preferably 17th November.

12.  Date of Next Meeting  

Scheduled for Thursday, 10 May
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.15 p.m.

Chairman, signed   …………………………………….……………                Date …………………..


