
KING’S LYNN RAMBLERS

Minutes of the 41st Annual General Meeting held on Saturday 15th November 2014 at 1.p.m at 
Leziate Village Hall.

The meeting was again preceded by a short walk after which a Ploughman’s Lunch was provided 
for all members.

 Present: There were forty six members present  - See attached list

  1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks:

In his opening remarks John Mansfield, thanked Sue, Carol, Val, Caroline, Maureen and 
Janet and Pat for preparing the excellent Ploughman’s Lunch that had been enjoyed by those
walking this morning and everyone who had provided cakes to be enjoyed following the 
meeting.   He also thanked the committee for their continued support and for providing a 
good programme for all members to enjoy. 
John paid tribute to John Keenan, who had served as Secretary, Chairman and then 
Programme Co-ordinator for the Group, but unfortunately not enjoyed good health during 
the past year and was recently admitted to hospital, and we would all like to wish him well.
He then reminded members of the King’s Lynn Magazine which had a superb report of our 
Group and there were copies for members to take.  

  2. Apologies: There were apologies from nine members.   See attached list.

  3. Minutes of the meeting of 23rd November 2013, copies of which had been distributed 
amongst the members present were approved and signed.

 4. Matters Arising: One member explained that no work had been done in response to his 
complaint about a footpath.     John advised that there were leaflets on the tables to tell 
people how to report problems, and Ray Longman offered the other option of using the 
interactive map on the web site and that he had a favourable response to problems he had 
reported in this manner.

 5 Secretary’s Report:

In her report, Maureen Everett thanked John for leading the walk this morning.   She stated 
that we shall hear from the Treasurer that we have a healthy bank balance and asked 
members for ideas as to how to spend some of our money wisely, for the benefit of walkers. 
The possibility of work at Snettisham has been suggested, but we were told the R.S.P.B is 
awaiting their budgetary approval before a decision can be made.    Allan Jones advised the 
Causeway had been re-instated following the tidal surge in December 2013.   Also, a new 
footpath is to be created from the car park to The Causeway.    Roy Everett stated he had 
been in touch with R.S.P.B. and the plans are only in the early stages at the moment.
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6. Treasurer’s Report:

Bill Coomes, in his report highlighted the importance of the sale of the books which remain 
our best income during the year.  The year closed with a very healthy bank balance.    
Accounts are attached to these Minutes.   
The accounts were proposed for adoption by Brian Hillman and seconded by Carol 
Longman and unanimously agreed.

 

7. Report from Area:

In her report Marion Scales explained that she was the King’s Lynn Representative on the 
Area Council and that meetings are held in Honingham and she reports back to this 
committee on matters concerning West and parts of North Norfolk.   Area had provided 
£500 towards the cost of stiles on North Wootton Common.  Also, £1,500 has been 
earmarked towards the cost of a diversion at West Rudham – which Ray Longman advised 
he was pre-walking a route in that area the following day.   Allan Jones reported that a 
decision is awaited from Open Spaces.     The Annual Meeting is at Bawburgh Village Hall 
on Saturday 21st February at 2.p.m.    Area too has a steady income from the sale of walks 
books.

8. Footpath Secretary’s Report:     

In Mark’s absence (he was at the Area Meeting – to also bring back the Walks Programmes 
and Newsletters), Maureen read his report which firstly was to say the eventual success of 
the Snettisham footpath 35 and 36 which could now be officially signposted by the Norfolk 
County Council, following the appeal process.   Allan Jones announced he had passed 
stickers to a member of the Parish Council there to make use of.    Despite this there are still 
some negotiations between Norfolk County Council and some residents.
Devils’ Alley in King’s Lynn town centre has been confirmed as a public right of way.
The two problems in Pentney FP3 and FP4 are still being problematic, as is Marham FP1 
and Shouldham FP11 – these are all under further investigation.
At County level a new contractor has been employed to cut the paths but as yet they have 
only managed half so far, of the extra 500 kilometres planned.      Norfolk County Council 
has had an adverse report from the ombudsman on its failure to monitor cross field paths. 
Mark concluded his report by stating that he always gets a favourable response from the 
local highways department to any problems that he reports.    

 9. Programme Secretary’s Report:

In his report Mike Berman appealed for new leaders, in particular for the Sunday Walks.   
He thanked all leaders and the Co-ordinators who continue to provide an interesting choice 
of walks for all levels of ability of our members.
It was suggested that if new members are prepared to give their e-mail addresses it would be
much easier for the Co-ordinators to inform leaders of what days we have had no walks 
offered and then maybe future programmes would be full.
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10 Membership Secretary’s Report:

In his Roy Everett advised our membership stood at 353 on November 2014, with little 
change in previous years, but there may be three or four in the pipeline.   He has “topped 
up” the supplies of membership application forms in the various outlets in the town, and the 
Tourist Information Centres, local libraries and sports centres, in the hope that advertising 
our Group more widely will attract new members.   We will wait to see!!
He had attended the Annual Norfolk Pensions Day with our stand, but felt despite the large 
attendance it was doubtful if we had secured any new members.
He explained that in past years the Sandringham Flower Show stand had been organised by 
Area, but this year our Group had took on that responsibility.   He offered sincere thanks to 
all those members who gave of their time to “man” the stall, which despite it raising  
awareness of our organisation we cannot say if we do in fact acquire new members from the 
day, as membership is processed by Headquarters. 
Roy also had a stock of Membership forms on the table for each leader to take to give to any
potential new member that joins a walk.

10. Ramblings Co-ordinator’s Report:

In her absence, Maureen read Liz Sharman’s report where she thanked everyone for 
reporting and sending in their photographs for the web site.   She offered special thanks to 
Ray Longman for his expertise in updating the web site and supporting her.     She also 
announced that we now have Facebook and Twitter pages.
Ramblings – Liz thanked all contributors for their reports and photographs.  She also 
appealed to any member who wanted to advertise an event to send the details to Liz and she 
would incorporate it in the next issue.          

11. Election of Chairman and Committee:

As the whole committee stands down at this stage, the chair was taken by James Fisher, who
invited nominations for the role of Chairman.

Chairman: John Mansfield   - Proposed by Mike Berman and seconded by
       Brian Hillman.

John then resumed the role as Chairman and as all the current committee had agreed to stand
again for a further year he suggested they were elected en bloc, this was unanimously 
agreed.
Vice Chairman: James Fisher; Secretary:       Maureen Everett 
Treasurer: Bill Coomes; Minute Secretary: Marion Scales
Membership Secretary: Roy Everett; Footpath Secretary: Mark Elvin
Website Co-ordinator and Ramblings: Liz Sharman
Walks Programme Co-ordinators: Mike and Sue Berman
Tuesday Walks Co-ordinator: Sheila Drewery
Wednesday Walks Co-ordinator: Allan Jones
Thursday and Saturday Walks Co-ordinators : Carol and Ray Longman
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12. Election of Independent Examiner of Accounts for 2015:

Jerry Clarke was proposed by Carol Longman and seconded by Pat Tee?  to serve for one 
more year.

13. Any other Business:

a) John Mansfield reported on an Open Meeting that had taken place at The Sandboy 
Inn at Bawsey in connection with the Bawsey Pits, that Mike and Sue |Berman and 
Maureen and Roy Everett had also attended, and five sub committees had been 
formed which will investigate various aspects of the way forward for this beautiful 
local facility that we in particular would like to see remain almost as it is, but maybe 
with more signage.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 2.00 p.m. followed by tea and cakes for all.

Chairman: ______________________________

Date: ______________________________


