
KING’S LYNN RAMBLERS’ ASSOCIATION

Minutes of a Committee Meeting held on Thursday, 5 May 2016
 in the Family Room at the Farmer’s Arms, , Knight’s Hill, South Wootton, at 7.30 pm

Present:  James Fisher, Gerald Pepper, Jackie Thomas, Bill Coomes, Sheila Drewery, 
John Mansfield, Mark Elvin, Liz Sharman, Mike & Sue Berman, Roy & Maureen Everett

1.  Apologies for Absence:  Ray & Carol Longman

2   Minutes of the Previous Meeting, 

Held on 14 January 2016, have been circulated.  They were approved,  and signed by James

3.  Matters Arising: 

Jubilee Way, West Walton:  The local members involved have been referred to Area and to David 
Mills as they requested advice on applying for and obtaining signage.  Roy confirmed there is no 
clash with the Wisbech group

4.  Chairman’s Report:

On a recent walk John Ross was bitten by a dog owned by a passer-by.  An incident report form 
was completed and forwarded by Jackie to head office.  John is fully recovered.

We have received a letter from the booking clerk for Leziate Village Hall.  The regular users on a 
Tuesday morning had complained that our members were using the facilities when one of our 
walks had started there.  This caused minor outrage as we had collected monies as usual as a 
gesture of goodwill for use of the car park and a sum of £21.00 had been forwarded.  The booking 
clerk, Christianne Groom, has only recently taken over so it was thought maybe she was unaware 
of the long standing agreement we have.  James to seek clarification.

5.  Secretary’s Report:

Jackie had nothing to report other than to say she has been asked why walk leaders’ surnames are 
not shown in the programme.  It was explained this is to protect members’ privacy.  Explanation will 
be put in Ramblings and on website.

6.  Treasurer’s Report:

Bill advised that we had £6682.61 in the account at the end of March.  Again there was general 
discussion on how we can spend some of these funds.  One suggestion was payment towards cost 
of hardcore etc to improve the NWT car park by Roydon Common - Jackie will approach NWT who 
own the car park.  Another suggestion was to help with signage on Henry Birkbeck’s estate in West 
Acre.  John to approach.

7.  Footpath Officer’s Report:

The Ramblers have recently started a project to survey all open access land.
A lady in Pott Row is hoping to restore some historic paths - Mark is due to meet with her shortly.
Mark has a supply of footpath disks that can be distributed so we can replace signs that are faded/
broken.
Under the Big Pathwatch project, 91,000 squares were adopted in England/Wales, 48% have been 
completed.  
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8.  Membership Secretary’s Report:

Roy reported we have had 20 new members since January.  There are 328 members in total, 
although some renewals are still pending.
He has collected £50 from the sale of walk books, which he gave to Bill.  This was a stock of the 
£9.90 county wide walks, received from Area to sell off at £2.00 each, and keep the proceeds.

9.  Programme Secretary’s Report:

Members offering to lead a walk during the August-November programme need to send details to 
Mike & Sue by 11th June.  He had collected £22.80 for the sale of walk books, mainly at the 
College Wellbeing event, and this was handed over to Bill.

10.  Area Representative (position vacant)

Nothing reported from Area

11.  Any Other Business

• James has been asked by Ian Mitchell if someone would be willing to monitor planning 
applications which might impact on rights of way.  Mark will liaise with the council on this.

• Mike raised a concern that new walk leaders may be unsure of the procedure, especially now 
Allan no longer holds training sessions.  He will check the Ramblers’ website for latest advice 
and possibly scan this into Ramblings, and maybe produce some laminated handouts.

• Mike and Barry have been collating amendments to our walk books and it is evident that many 
are very out of date.  Mike suggested that sometime in the future we produce a compilation of 
the walks into fewer books.

• Liz reported on Twitter updates, and developing a link between the College of WestAnglia and 
our website/Ramblers membership.  

• Jackie confirmed she has booked the AGM for 19 November, although she will be away then.
• We need a volunteer to attend Local Access Forum meetings.  Jackie will find out the date of the 

next meeting then try to find a volunteer.
• We have received £110 from Ramblers holidays.
• Roy & Maureen raised, for information only, the subject of The Health Walks, having heard from 

a friend that if/when funding is withdrawn in our area, some groups may join The Ramblers but 
possibly want to maintain a separate programme.  This system is already in place in other areas, 
with separate walk lists in the programme.  

12.  Date of Next Meeting  

The next meeting has been scheduled for Thursday, 8th September 2016, in the Family Room at 
the Farmer’s Arms, South Wootton at 7.30 pm.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.


