
KING’S LYNN RAMBLERS’ ASSOCIATION

Minutes of a Committee Meeting held on Thursday 22nd May 2014 in The Family Room
at The Farmer’s Arms, Knight’s Hill, South Wootton at 7.00 p.m.

Present:  Sue Berman, Mike Berman, Bill Coomes, Sheila Drewery, Mark Elvin, Maureen 
and Roy Everett, James Fisher, Carole and Ray Longman, John Mansfield, 
Marion Scales and Liz Sharman.

1. Apologies for absence:-  There were none

2. The Minutes of a meeting held on 16th January 2014, copies of which had been circulated 
were approved and signed. 

 3. Matters Arising:

 The Woodland Trust had replied to Maureen’s letter and stated that they need not need 
further signage in Reffley Wood, but would like to retain as a wildlife wood.   Allan Jones 
had advised via e-mail that it is in fact an Open Access Area.    Maureen will reply to their 
letter noting their comments.

4. Chairman’s Report:

John had nothing to report, but wished to congratulate Liz, Mike, Mark and Sue on a very 
successful Ramblers Holiday in Scotland.

5. Secretary’s Report:-

 Maureen and Roy had attended the Pensioner’s Day at The Professional Development Centre
in King’s Lynn on Wednesday 30th April 2014, but gained no members.

 Maureen has  booked Leziate  Village  Hall  from 10.00a.m.  until  3.p.m.  for  Saturday 15 th

November to hold the Annual General Meeting which will commence at 1.p.m.
 We have received £200 from Ramblers Holidays due to the fact that several of our members

had booked their holidays with the company.
 The Snettisham Footpath inquiry is to take place next month.
 Sandringham Flower Show application has been successful.

6. Treasurer’s Report:-

Bill advised the balance at 30th April was £4,053.56.   Books were proving a good income - 
£417.90 since February. 

7. Footpath Officer’s Report:

Mark has to chase the Highways Department as he has not had a response to his reports.
There is a problem with a stile at Marham – on the outskirts of the village.
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8. Membership Secretary’s Report:

Roy advised our membership had increased from 330 to 331! 

9. Programme Secretary’s Report:

Mike stated that they would list whatever walks members offered, but that we are short of 
leaders for Sundays.   An appeal to be issued in the next Ramblings.   Allan Jones has 
suggested that Wednesday walks, which have see ten to twenty members in the past few 
weeks, should be offered on a fortnightly basis.   Agreed by committee and to be reviewed at 
the next meeting.
There is a need for a Co-ordinator for the Thursday Walks, as Keith had only taken on the role 
temporarily.    Carole and Ray Longman thought they could combine the Thursdays with the 
Saturdays and they were duly elected to those roles.   John will contact Keith Starks to advise 
him.

10. Sandringham Flower Show – Wednesday 30  th   July:  

Marion is to bring the gazebo back from Area Meeting on 19 th July, along with any other
materials.
Maureen to be the Project Manager to make sure the day is well organised.    She has a list of
members willing to “man” the stall on an hourly/two hourly basis.
It was agreed following a show of hands that we would offer members 50% of the cost of their
ticket (i.e.) £5 if they “manned” the stall for sometime on the rota.  

11. Website Upgrade:

Discussion took place as to the possibility of upgrading the website at an approximate cost of
£200.    This would include a calendar of our walks, but the committee felt it would need a
three month trial before it goes live.
Some discussion then took place as to why our membership is in decline, but Bill suggested it
is because so many villages have their own walking groups now which are free.   Members
were in agreement when hearing that Grimston, Docking and Massingham have their  own
groups.

12. Welfare Officer:

John suggested we may need to appoint a Welfare Officer, but after discussion it was felt it
would be too difficult to operate, as we have so many days when not all the same people are
with us.

13. Bawsey Pits:     

After discussion it was agreed that John would write to Sibelco and advise we are concerned
about the whole site and would very much like to see it retain its recreation area for walking,
and not to introduce play themed parks etc.
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14. Any other business:-

 Sheila is in need of a new high visibility jacket.     Marion has a small supply that John
Keenan passed on to her at a walk last year, but they were not with her.

 The padlocked gate on North Wootton Common is still in the same state.    Area are
aware of the problem and will help finance any cost needed to get this removed.

 Ray stated that Mr Michael Osborne, the Manager of the Royal Stud at Sandringham
had offered a tour of the premises one Wednesday if our members would be interested.
Ray will contact him to accept his kind offer.

 Liz appealed for photographs to publish in The Ramblings.
 A Breakfast Walk is planned at The Anvil, Congham or Hunstanton in September.   

15. Date of the next meeting:

Thursday 4th September 2014 at 7.30 p.m. in the Family Room at The Farmers 
Arms, Knights Hill. South Wootton.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.55 p.m.

Chairman: ________________________ Date: __________________________


