
KING’S LYNN RAMBLERS’ ASSOCIATION

Minutes of a Committee Meeting held on Thursday 15th January 2015 in The Family Room at The Farmer’s
Arms, Knight’s Hill, South Wootton at 7.30 p.m.

Present:      Sue Berman, Mike Berman, Sheila Drewery, Mark Elvin, Maureen and Roy Everett, James  
Fisher, John Mansfield, Marion Scales and Liz Sharman.

1. Apologies for absence:-  Bill Coomes, Carol and Ray Longman

2. The Minutes of a meeting held on 4th September 2014, copies of which had been circulated were read by
John, approved and signed. 

3. Matters Arising:
 R.S.P.B. has done the recovery work on the Snettisham Footpath following the tidal surge last year but they

have not responded to our offer of financial help.  Roy will continue to attempt to get a reply from them.
 The Open Access area of North Wootton Common is still in need of attention where the path is severely

overgrown.
 Lengthy debate was given to the permitted footpath in Burnham Deepdale which was no longer serviceable.

John M has spoken to Jason Borthwick who requests that we seek his permission on any actual footpath
that we would like to make use of.

4. Chairman’s Report:
John had very little to report,  other than the news that John Keenan was now in a home but sadly is  
unaware of his surroundings or who people are.
John M gave sincere thanks to Liz and Ray Longman for their work and expertise in updating the web site
which he says was now very impressive. There are a few more changes to make once the committee had
viewed the plans and discussed what they thought was needed to make the site very user friendly.

5. Secretary’s Report:-
 Maureen had applied on our behalf for a “stand” at the Pensioner’s Day on 27 th April at the Professional

Development Centre in King’s Lynn. Unfortunately Maureen and Roy would not be available to man the
stall this year, but Allan and Sue Jones had agreed to do so.

 Lengthy discussion followed as to what space we should seek for a stand at the Sandringham Flower Show
on Wednesday 29th July this year, but it needed to be much larger than last year.    Maureen will apply.

 The late plans for the New Year’s Lunch are all going to plan with 31 people booked to eat at The Farmers
Arms, Knights Hill on Sunday 18th January. Michael Philips has offered to organise a lunch next year,
subject  to  costs  for  a  meal  at  The Prince of  Wales  Stand restaurant  within the  Fakenham Racecourse
Complex.

6. Treasurer’s Report:-
Bill advised the balance was £5016 as at the end of December 2014.  Which would allow money available to
purchase new display boards. Allan Jones has suggested the current boards are due for replacement and he
has researched what is needed would cost £220.79. 

7. Footpath Officer’s Report:
 Mark stated that all problems have been reported but as yet they are still awaiting attention. The issue of

Footpath 16 in North Wootton was then discussed following e-mails from Ian Mitchell (Area Footpath Co-
ordinator) and Allan Jones on the best way to get the overgrown path reinstated. It would appear that the
banks of the stream may be Lord Howard’s property and that the line of the footpath could well be in the
stream itself. 

8. Membership Secretary’s Report:

Roy advised our membership has increased from 324 to 335 and he had received three more enquiries this
week. There are ten members who, as yet, have not renewed their membership. 



9. Programme Secretary’s Report:
Mike now has a list of e-mail addresses of our leaders, given to him by Ray L. He says the next programme is
almost complete apart from a few Sundays where leaders are needed,

 
10. Area Report:

 Marion had been unable to attend the meeting on 15 th November as she was taking Minutes here for our
AGM, but taking notes from the Minutes she had received she stated that there was no progress in the work
at Blickling as the National Trust were reluctant to put wire mesh on the boardwalk

 The A.G.M. will be held at Bawburgh Village Hall on Saturday 21st February at 2.p.m.
 RA Central  Issues  –  Following recent  changes  to  the  national  website  it  was more difficult  and time

consuming to transfer walks information from the groups to this new site. Richard had asked for the groups
help in transferring their information onto the national web site and the committee’s response was “No”.
Richard (May) would take this issue back to the Trustees to see what could be done to assist.

 It was noted that the £500 was no longer needed for the kissing gate at North Wootton.
 The £1,500 for the diversion of the West Rudham footpath 1 could still be needed.
 Peter James has taken on the role of Publications Manager, following the death of Sheila Smith.
 It  was  noted  that  Allan  Jones  had  reported  to  the  Rights  of  Way Subcommittee  that  the  new cutting

programme with a new contractor had had problems and that only half of the 500 extra kilometres had been
completed, and as they were late starting some paths in the west of the county were not reached.   

 Dates for future meetings are 21st March 2015, 18th July and 21st November 2015, all at Honingham Village
Hall at 10.00 a.m.

 In the Treasurer’s Report it was noted that the Area has a closing balance of £19,280.96 plus total assets of
£23,192.96.

11. Web Site Enhancements  :  
Liz announced that she was grateful to Ray L for his work and help with the improvement to the web site.
John offered his sincere thanks once again to Liz and Ray for all their work and expertise in producing such
an impressive site. Discussion followed as to how to move some of the information from the front page to
within some of the other headings.

12. Any other business:-
 Allan Jones has given Lillian Richardson of Snettisham Parish Council a supply of discs to advise the

general public of footpaths in the Snettisham Area.
 Liz gave Sue information to go in the next issue of Ramblings
 Ray has advised a change of walks leaders from those published and he will include those on the web

site.
 Maureen will book the Leziate Village Hall for either 7 th or 14th November for our Annual General

meeting this year.
 Mike is hoping to stage another Breakfast Walk – possibly in June.
 Sheila will contact Margaret at Elsegoods (Butchers) at Pott Row for a possible date for another Hog

Roast this year.
 In response to popular request it is also hoped to stage a Supper Walk in August.

 
13. Date of the next meeting:

This has been scheduled for Thursday 21st May 2015 at 7.30 p.m. in the Family Room at The Farmers Arms,
Knights Hill. South Wootton, subject to availability.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.

Chairman: ________________________ Date: __________________________


