
KING’S LYNN RAMBLERS’ ASSOCIATION

Minutes of a Committee Meeting held on Thursday, 14 January 2016
 in the Family Room at the Farmer’s Arms, , Knight’s Hill, South Wootton, at 7.30 pm

Present:  James Fisher, Bill Coomes, Sheila Drewery, Ray & Carol Longman, John Mansfield, 
Mark Elvin, Liz Sharman, Mike & Sue Berman, Roy & Maureen Everett

1.  Apologies for Absence:  Jackie Thomas, Gerald Pepper

2   Minutes of the Previous Meeting  ,   
Held on 10 September 2015, have been circulated.  They were approved,  and signed by James

3.  Matters Arising: (n.b. several topics listed on the agenda are minuted in AOB)
Advertising: Following Liz’s suggestion that we offer advertising on our website to local businesses,
Maureen had been in touch by email with Selina Fairclough at HQ to check possible conflict with official
advertising partners.  Selina confirmed there are exclusions, so check first; she  is hoping to secure
sponsorship for all group websites, so we agreed to await developments.

Assistance with Funding, repairs to West Acre Footpath 2:   Although we had agreed with Area to
share the cost of the repairs (now completed) Area has not been invoiced by Highways and feel this is
now unlikely to happen.

4.  Chairman’s Report:
Nothing to report, other than to comment that we have an enthusiastic committee

5.  Secretary’s Report:
In Jackie’s absence, Maureen reported that we have received the application form for a stand at San-
dringham Flower Show which is to be held on Wednesday 27 July.  It was agreed to apply for a 9m
space, the same as last year, costs to be reclaimed from Area as usual.

6.  Treasurer’s Report:



Bill advised that we have £6216.87 in the account

7.  Footpath Officer’s Report:
Mark advised that the Big Pathwatch project had finished, 5,605 squares were “adopted” in Norfolk, of
which 3,499 had been completed,  It is unknown how many of these are in our area.  Commonest com-
plaints were overgrown footpaths and missing finger posts.  Commonest praise was attractive views and
buildings.  The general concern is that Highways will be inundated with all the information and will not be
able to prioritise.

8.  Membership Secretary’s Report:
Roy advised that the December report shows 312 members, plus 13 payment pending.  One new mem-
ber joined in December.

9.  Programme Secretary’s Report:
Members offering to lead a walk need to send details to Mike & Sue by 5th February in time for Area
deadline of 13th February.  There are still several dates to be filled on all walk days.Mike reminded the
committee that this programme would normally include the hog roast, the breakfast walk, and evening
walks.  General discussion followed on these, in particular we will probably drop the Elsegood hog roast
and arrange a supper walk instead. A few visitors joined us during the Winter Walks Festival. This high-
lighted a contradiction on our section of the main Ramblers website.  Under the heading of a “Brisk”
Tuesday walk, the distance was described as “leisurely”!   Mark will contact the relevant person to en-
sure this is amended.

10.  Area Representative (position vacant)
Following Marion Scales’ resignation we no longer have a representative.  Mark usually attends the Area
meetings and collects the programmes, so in the mean time he will report any issues.

11.  Website & local advertising

Liz reported that there have been a few enquiries on Facebook / Twitter.  It was decided to compose a
standard response to these enquiries, encouraging a visit to our website or sending an email.   Sue & Liz
to work on this.

Liz also reported that Councillor Nockolds (who has joined us on several walks) has asked for a Ram-
blers advertising poster that she can distribute when she visits leisure centres, sports clubs etc.  Liz will
draft a poster and circulate for approval.

12.  Any Other Business
Several matters were discussed throughout the meeting, listed here as they do not fit into above cate-
gories:

East Winch footpaths / Sibelco.   Roy and Mike have met with Maria Cotton a representative from
Sibelco to discuss temporary and long term diversions to footpath 2 and bridleway 1 in East Winch dur-
ing sand extraction.  She has supplied plans for the 3 phases, these were distributed, and it was agreed
we have no objections to the diversions; probably an improvement long-term.



Gift Membership payment, Mr/s Kidger.  Area approached Roy regarding a couple who had received a
gift membership last year.  As they were unable to use it due to ill-health, they had requested a compli-
mentary membership for this year, particularly as they are now very actively involved in the development
of a new footpath in their area, the Jubilee Way, West Walton.  Area supported this request, and when
Roy referred it to James he also supported it.  Following much discussion it was agreed that we will pay
as a gesture of good will but it was agreed that this is very much a one-off situation - should anything
similar arise in future it will need unanimous committee agreement.

Jubilee Way, West Walton.  Following on from the above, we are awaiting details from Mr/s Kidger re-
garding possible support at the opening of this footpath, likely to be May/June.  Sheila was concerned re
possible “treading on toes” of the Wisbech group, and Mike was mindful of the deadline for entering the
event in the programme.  Roy will try again to contact the Kidgers, they have said they hope to involve
the local MP, newspapers etc.

World Autism Day.   We were asked to support this but we understand it has been cancelled.  We can
only support other charities by, for example, leading a walk, to be agreed on merit according to the char-
ity.  We cannot support financially.

Walk Books.   Following agreement at the AGM to check and if necessary update our walk books, par-
ticularly with reference to permissive paths, Mike reported that he and Barry are systematically checking
off walks as members report back to them.  It was agreed that walks co-ordinators would encourage
prospective walk leaders to consider walks from the books, each co-ordinator to concentrate on specific
books.   A request to walk and report on the walks will also be put on the website.  In due course we will
decide whether the books need to be amended or re-printed.  A quote for labels for amendments was ex-
pensive - possibly more than a total re-print. 

LAF Representative.  Carried forward to next meeting

Date of AGM  Saturday, 19 November, subject to Leziate Hall being available.  Jackie to book

13.  Vice Chairman:
The election of Gerald Pepper as Vice Chairman was proposed by Mark and seconded by Mike.

14.  Date of Next Meeting  
The next meeting has been scheduled for Thursday, 5th May 2016, in the Family Room at the Farmer’s
Arms, South Wootton at 7.30 pm.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.35 p.m.


