
KING’S LYNN RAMBLERS’ ASSOCIATION

Minutes of a Committee Meeting held on Thursday, 7 January 2017
 in the Family Room at the Farmer’s Arms, , Knight’s Hill, South Wootton, at 7.30 pm

Present:  James Fisher, Gerald Pepper, Jackie Thomas, John Mansfield, Mark Elvin, Liz Sharman, 
Mike & Sue Berman, Roy & Maureen Everett

1.  Apologies for Absence:  Sheila Drewery, Bill Coombes

2.  Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 

Held on 16 September 2016, have been circulated.  John requested clarification regarding the sum 
of £4000 set aside, this is for any suitable expenditure, not just NWT.  Spelling of Henry Birkbeck’s 
name corrected from Burbeck.  Re finding map/grid numbers, Ray clarified that map numbers are 
not on the Ramblers website.  The amended minutes were approved, and signed by James

3.  Matters Arising: 

Funding:
• Gaywood River Project - Mike will be accompanying Allan Jones when he meets shortly with 

Elizabeth Nockolds and representatives of the Woodland Trust.  It was agreed that Mike is 
authorised to offer assistance with funding, on behalf of the KL Ramblers.

• John mentioned that an explanatory board by the WW2 gun sighting pillars on Roydon Common 
is falling apart, and suggested we offer some of our funds towards the cost of a replacement.

• John had emailed landowner Henry Birkbeck, West Acre, offering help with cost of signage.  Mr 
Birkbeck is grateful for the offer and has suggested signs showing routes of permissive paths; he 
has distributed maps to local residents and is happy for us to use the paths but suggests check 
beforehand in case of shooting.

• It was agreed that John would approach landowner Viscount Townsend re permissive path signs.

4.  Chairman’s Report:

James had nothing special to report, he just checked that we were all aware that Colin Elston had  
broken his hip in a cycling accident.  

5.  Secretary’s Report:

Jackie reported that we had received £80.00 from Ramblers Holidays.

6.  Treasurer’s Report:

Bill was absent but had previously advised that we have £7528.31 in our account.

7.  Footpath Officer’s Report:

Mark reported that the diversions to footpaths in East Winch are still not agreed.  He has received 
an email from David Mills, Rights of Way Officer of KL Council, asking him to be Ramblers 
representative for a project they are planning to enhance green spaces; Mark will receive emails/
planning applications.

continued …



Page 2

8.  Membership Secretary’s Report:

Roy reported that in December we had 312 paid up members which included 2 new members, 11 
pending payment.  Additionally In January he has been advised of 4 more new members.

9.  Programme Secretary’s Report:

For the next programme, there are still several dates when walks have not yet been offered.  Last 
year we had some new walk leaders and they have continued to offer walks in this programme.

10.  Area Representative 

Mark reported that the Area AGM will be held on Saturday 25 February at Acle War Memorial 
Recreation Centre, commending 2 pm, it will be followed by a presentation by the Guide Dogs for 
the Blind Association. (full details of AGM in current programme).  Area currently has approx 
£19,500.00, there is concern that a new system introduced by Ramblers HQ, of “capping” 
allocation of funds, could result in lower income.

The current system for Permissive Paths will finish by 2020.

Area would like a report of each Group’s activities - Mark will take care of this.

11.  Any Other Business

• Gerald has applied for a stand for the Ramblers at the Sandringham Flower Show, and Peter 
James, Area Treasurer, has agreed to help again this year.

• James has received an invitation from National Citizens’ Service to attend a function at the 
College when students offer to carry out a project to benefit charities.  Roy had already 
forwarded details to HQ, but we doubted that it would be relevant for us.

• Ray asked if we could have some more “hi-viz” vests, we agreed Mark would order 20.
• Sue commented that we seemed rushed out of the hall at the end of the AGM.  She was 

disappointed that we did not allow the usual time for tea and cakes, in fact there were very few 
cakes donated. It was thought that many people had not volunteered to bring cakes due to 
comments in previous years that there were too many!  It was agreed to book the hall for an 
extra hour, and put an appeal in Ramblings for cakes to be donated.

• Jackie reported that Sheila says she is happy to arrange a social event in the summer, a 
reminder to avoid the date of the Sandringham Flower Show.

• Subject to Leziate Hall being available, an AGM date of Saturday 28 October was agreed.  This 
is earlier than our usual date as Jackie will be on holiday in November.

• John is in the process of arranging a guided walk for interested Ramblers, on 30 May, around the 
Stody estate/garden, at a charge of £6.00.

• James reminded the committee that incident report forms can be found on the website.  In the 
event of an incident, the form must be completed and forwarded as instructed on the form.

12.  Date of Next Meeting  

The next meeting has been scheduled for Thursday, 4th May 2017, in the Family Room at the 
Farmer’s Arms, South Wootton at 7.30 pm.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.23 p.m.




